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ORIGINS OF HEALTH INSURANCE

Health insurance is an insurance that covers the whole or a part of the risk
of a person incurring medical expenses, spreading the risk over a large number
of persons. By estimating the overall risk of health care and health
system expenses over the risk pool, an insurer can develop a routine finance
structure, such as a monthly premium or payroll tax, to provide the money to
pay for the health care benefits specified in the insurance agreement [1].

Health insurance is a type of insurance that covers costs incurred for
unexpected medical expenses. Health insurance is a relatively recent form of
insurance; and it did not become important for most people until advances in
modern medicine made many expensive procedures and drugs possible to cure
injury and disease. Today medical expenses often exceed the cost of housing. A
health insurer may be a corporation, a social institution, or a government
agency. Health insurance can be market-based, socialized, or mixed, but in
most countries is some form of mixture.

Forms of life and disability insurance date back to ancient times.
Inancient Greece, benevolent societies were formed to care for
individual’s families when the income of the breadwinner was lost. Medieval
guilds had similar plans. Many of the first group health insurance plans were an
outgrowth of the guild idea. They were mutual insurance companies, like
cooperatives, that were owned by the members. As shareholders, members
would divide any profits from the company.

In the nineteenth century, early health insurance was actually disability
insurance. Patients were expected to pay all other health care costs out of their
own pockets. During the twentieth century, traditional disability insurance
evolved into modern health insurance programs. Today, most comprehensive
private health insurance programs cover the cost of routine, preventive, and
emergency health care procedures, and also most prescription drugs.

State-mandated health insurance began in Germany in 1883 by requiring
that workers be covered by the sickness funds maintained by labor unions and
various trades. These funds covered both medical care and loss of wages. Many
other nations followed suit: Austria (1888), Hungary (1891), Norway (1909),
Serbia (1910), Britain (1911), Russia (1912), and the Netherlands (1913) [2].
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Most other European countries subsidized mutual aid funds to make them more
affordable by a larger number of people. However, in the first decade of the
twentieth century, the population covered by these European plans was
generally 25 percent or less. This is because health insurance was not primarily
for medical care, but for income stabilization for families. Thus, many of the
plans applied only to wage earners [3].
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Ipuayubka A.
3aBiyBau Kadelpu JOKYMEHTO3HABCTBA Ta YKPAiHCbKO1 MOBH, podecop,
HanioHnaneHuii aepoOKOCMIYHUN YHIBEPCUTET
iM. M.€ XKykoBcbkoro «XAl»
(XapkiB, Ykpaina)

AKCIO-KOPEJIIOBAHHSA COUIOT'YMAHITAPHOI'O 3HAHHA B
CYHACHOMY COHIOKOMYHIKATUBHOMY ITPOCTOPI

Pozmpenns crynens indopmaTtuzailii BCix cdep CyCnuIbHOrO KUTTA, X
TEXHI3aIil Ta TEXHOJOTi3allli akTyajdi3yBaJidi TUTAaHHA MPO Micle, pPOJb 1
0COOJIMBE 3HAYEHHS COI[IOTYMAaHITApPHOTO 3HAHHS y BHUPIMIEHHI BaKJIUBOTO
MATAaHHS CUCTEMH TyXOBHO-MOPAJIbHUX MPIOPUTETIB MOJIOII Ta CYCIIbCTBA.

Cnin 3a3Ha4uTH, 0 aKTyaJIbHUMU CHOTOAHI € HE TUIHKHA THOCEOJIOTIYHI
aCIeKTH HAyKOBOI JISUIBHOCTI, @ 1 METOJOJIOTIYHI MUTAaHHS Nepedy10BH CaMoi
HayKu, Tpo0saemMu e(heKTUBHOI OpraHi3allli Ta ONTUMI3allli HAyKOBOi JiSJIbHOCTI.
[lin edexTuBHOO CHiJ PO3YMITH TaKy HAyKOBY MISUIBHICTb, SIKa Jia€
MaKCUMaJbHUK  pe3yJabTaT TMNpU  MIHIMATBHUX  BHUTpaTax, a TaKOX
MaKCUMaJIbHUN CTYMiHb peai3allii MOCTaBIEHOI CYCIUIBHO 3HAYYII0i METH B
OTpUMaHH1 pe3ynbTariB. ToMy s BHUPOOJIGHHS MOJENEH  PO3BHUTKY
TYMaHITapHOTO 3HAaHHA JOUIIBHUM BHAAETHCA PO3IIISIA CYyYacHOTO CTaHy
YHIBEPCUTETCHKOI HAyKH, BUSBJICHHS OCHOBHUX IMpoOsiemM Ta ix mpuuuH. OTxKe,
3a pe3yJbTaTaMHU COLIOJOTIYHUX JOCHIIKeHb Cy4YacHYy BITUM3HSHY HayKy
XapakTepu3yroTh 3acTapiiii GopMHU B3aeMOIIi JiepKaBu Ta (PyHIaMEHTAIbHOI
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